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STATED MEETING.— Saturday, Mabcb 15, 1862. 
The Very Eet. Charles Graves, D. D., President, in the Chair. 

The Secretary read the following — 

Report oe the Cotoctx. 

Since the date of the last Eeport, the following papers have been 
printed in the transactions : — 

1. Dr. J. R. Kinahan, " On the Britannic Species of Crangon and 
Galathea, with some remarks on the Homologies of these groups." 

2. Dr. Lloyd, " On Earth Currents, and their Connexion with the 
Diurnal Changes of the Horizontal Magnetic Needle." 

These two papers form the second part of Vol. xxiv. 

Mr. Denis Crofton's paper, " On a Collation of a MS. of the Bha- 
gavad Gita," is nearly ready to be issued. 

Many interesting papers have been read before the Academy, abstracts 
of which have already appeared, or will hereafter appear, in its Proceed- 
ings. We have received communications in Mathematics from Sir Wil- 
liam Hamilton and Professor Haughton ; in the sciences of observation 
and experiment, from Dr. Lloyd, Professor Haughton, Professor Hen- 
nessy, Professor Sullivan, and Dr. Kinahan ; in Polite Literature and 
Antiquities, from the President, Dr. Todd, Dr. Reeves, Mr. Hardinge, 
Mr. Du Noyer, and (through Dr. Aquilla Smith) from Mr. Richard 
Sainthill. 

During the past year, all the printed books and manuscripts in the 
Library have been carefully examined by the Librarian, various im- 
provements made in their arrangement, and a catalogue completed, in- 
cluding every printed book in the library on the 81st of December, 
1861 ; distinguishing the donations of Mrs. Moore, and those of the late 
W. E. Hudson, Esq. A catalogue has also been completed of the Aca- 
demy's collection of pamphlets, with an index, which will much facilitate 
reference. 

The library has received many valuable donations during the past 
year ; among which should specially be mentioned thirty-five volumes of 
the Ordnance Antiquarian Collections, presented by the Government. 
The Master of the Rolls of England has also presented to the Academy 
a complete series of the Chronicles and Calendars published under his 
direction. The Council have been fortunate enough to acquire by pur- 
chase an excellent copy on vellum of the portions of the Book of Lis- 
more, which were requisite to complete the transcript of the other 
portions of that volume made some years since for the Academy by Mr. 
Curry. 

An index to Mr. Curry's Catalogue of the manuscripts has been com- 
piled by Mr. D. H. Kelly, and presented by him to the library, where 
it will be found of very great use. 

In order to make the manuscript collection really useful, not only 
to members of the Academy, but to Celtic scholars generally, it is most 
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desirable that Mr. Curry's Catalogue should be completed, and printed. 
~No funds are at present available for the purpose ; but the Council will 
keep the object in view, and hope to be able ere long to carry it into 
effect 

The Commissioners of Her Majesty's Treasury have been pleased to 
sanction the expenditure of £100 a year in the recovery of relics of 
antiquity through the instrumentality of the constabulary of the several 
counties ; the articles thus acquired being deposited in the Museum of 
the Academy, and the value to be paid for them to the finders being fixed 
by the Committee of Antiquities. For this most important boon the 
Academy is much indebted to the exertions of Lord Talbot de Malahide, 
who brought the matter before the Council in 1859, and subsequently 
co-operated with the Committee of Antiquities in the preparation of the 
plan which the Government adopted. 

The Committee of Antiquities have used all possible care and dili- 
gence in endeavouring to discharge the trust reposed in them, in a man- 
ner satisfactory both to the Government and to the depositors of articles 
of treasure-trove. Various objects of interest have already been obtained 
under this regulation, and a careful system of registration of all the 
articles thus acquired has been adopted by the Committee. A list of all 
the additions to the Museum during the past year, prepared from a de- 
tailed statement, furnished by Mr. Hardinge, forms the appendix to the 
present Eeport. 

It was announced in the last Report, that the Government had pro- 
vided six suitable cases for the custody of the gold articles. These 
articles have since been arranged by Mr. "Wilde. "We are also indebted to 
that gentleman for the continuation of his valuable labours in the pre- 
paration of the Catalogue of the Museum. The third part, comprising 
all the gold articles in the Museum, now lies on the table. This part 
consists of 100 pages, illustrated with 90 woodcuts, and contains descrip- 
tions of 309 objects. The Council have decided on presenting a copy of 
it gratuitously to each of the members. 

The Catalogue of the silver and iron articles, the coins, and the 
ecclesiastical antiquities, still remains to be made ; but the Council has 
not at present at its disposal any funds available for that purpose. The 
registration of the articles of silver and iron has been made, and three- 
fourths of the engravings necessary for illustrating the Catalogue of 
those articles have been executed. 

During the past year there has been received from the sale of copies 
of Part I. of the Catalogue, a sum of £8 10s. ; from the sale of Part II., 
£15 19«. Id., making a total of £24 9s. Id. 

We are indebted to the zeal and industry of the Eev. Dr. Reeves, 
Secretary of the Academy, for an accurate index to the first seven volumes 
of the Proceedings of the Academy, "which will greatly facilitate refe- 
rence to the communications contained in them. A copy of the charter, 
statutes, by-laws, and regulations of the Academy, carefully revised, 
and printed in a convenient form, is also ready, and will be supplied to 
the members. 

e. r. a. ritoc. — vol. vin. ir 
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The Treasurer reports that no change of importance has taken place 
in the financial coudition of the Academy. The amount received from 
entrance fees, during the past year, was slightly in excess of the sum 
received during 1860-61. After defraying all charges and liabilities, 
a small balance remains to be carried over to the credit of the Academy 
for the next year. 

The Academy laments, in common with the entire nation, the pre- 
mature death of the most illustrious of its Honorary Members, the late 
Prince Consort, who was ever as zealous in promoting the interests of 
science and art, as he was qualified by nature and cultivation to appre- 
ciate the efforts of their votaries. The feelings of the Academy respecting 
this national loss have been expressed in the Address of Condolence, 
which it has been our melancholy duty to present to Her Most Gracious 
Majesty. 

The Academy has lost by death during the past year thirteen 
Ordinary Members, viz. : — 

William Abmsteong, Esq., C. E. ; elected 10th April, 1848. 
Sib Matthew Babbington, Bart. ; elected 9th January, 1837. 
Henby C. Beauchamp, M. D. ; elected 11th January, 1841. 
David Bbebeton, M. D.; elected 14th February, 1853. 
Rev. Bobeet Cabmichael, M. A. ; elected 12th February, 1855. 
SrB "William Cttbitt, F. B. S., &c. ; elected 30th November, 1833. 
James "W. Cusacx, M.D. ; elected 16th March, 1829. 
Alfeed Furlong, Esq. ; elected 24th August, 1857. 
Philip Jones, Esq. ; elected 12th April, 1847. 
James T. Mackay, LL. D. ; elected 25th June, 1821. 
Alexander MacIlveen, Esq. ; elected 14th January, 1861. 
John O'Donovan, LL. D. ; elected 8th February, 1847. 
Ven. Archdeacon Bowan ; elected 28th May, 1832. 

Four of these names occur in the history of the scientific, literary, or 
antiquarian labours of this Academy -. — 

1. The Rev. Robert Carmichael was elected a Fellow of Trinity 
College in 1852. He was the author of a treatise on the Calculus of 
Operations, published in 1855, which was favourably received in this 
country, and has been translated into German (Lubrock, Brunswick, 
1857). He also edited the Rolls Sermons of Bishop Butler, with notes 
and observations. He contributed to our Proceedings two papers, viz. 
one "On Certain Methods in the Calculus of Finite Differences," the 
other " On the General Theory of the Integration of Non-Linear Partial 
Differential Equations." 

2. Dr. James Townsend M'Kay, having first held the office of As- 
sistant Botanist in Trinity College, was afterwards employed to form the 
present University Botanic Garden, of which he was appointed Curator. 
In 1806, he published, in the fifth volume of the Dublin Society's 
Transactions, a Catalogue of the Rare Plants of Ireland ; and, in 1824, 
communicated to this Academy a full Catalogue, with habitats, of all the 
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Phanerogamous Plants and Ferns then ascertained to he natives of lie- 
land. This catalogue contained the results of twenty years' observations 
during numerous excursions to almost every part of the island. It was 
followed, in 1836, by the "Flora Hibernica," the work on which Dr. 
M 'Kay's fame as a botanist will principally rest In recognition of this 
work, and of the services rendered by him to Irish botany and horticul- 
ture, the University conferred on him the honorary degree of LL. D. 
His name is associated with those of two Irish plants, the Erica Mackayi 
(Hook), and the Fucus Mackayi (Turn.), and a genus of Acanthaceae 
(Mackaya) has been dedicated to him. 

3. Dr. John O'Donovan had acquired a European reputation by his 
profound knowledge of the Celtic language and historical monuments of 
Ireland. He was the author of the only scientific and really valuable 
work on Irish grammar, which had been produced before the " Gram- 
matica Celtica" of Zeuss. He edited for the Irish Archaeological and 
Celtic Societies several ancient documents, preserved among the MSS. 
of this Academy, of Trinity College, Dublin, and of the Surgundian 
Library at Brussels. His greatest work was the edition, with a trans- 
lation, and an immense body of illustrative annotations, of the "Annals 
of the Four Masters." This has been pronounced by competent autho- 
rities to be the most important contribution which has yet been made to 
the early history of Ireland. During the last years of his life Dr. O'Do- 
novan was occupied, in conjunction with Mr. Eugene Curry, in prepar- 
ing for the press, under the superintendence of a Royal Commission, the 
ancient legal institutes of Ireland, known as the Brehon Laws. The 
loss sustained by Celtic literature in the death of this distinguished 
scholar may justly be described as irreparable. The University of Dublin 
had recognised his eminent merit by conferring on him an honorary 
degree of Doctor of Laws, and the Royal Academy of Berlin elected 
him one of its Honorary Members ; the Royal Irish Academy, in 1848, 
awarded him a Cunningham Gold Medal. 

4. The Venerable Arthur B. Rowan, Archdeacon of Ardfert, was 
author of a volume entitled "Lake Lore; or, an Antiquarian Guide to 
some of the Ruins and Recollections of Killarney" (1853) ; " Vita Beati 
Franconis," being an edition, with an English version, of a curious me- 
trical biography in mediaeval Latin (1858) ; " Brief Memorials of the 
Case and Conduct of Trinity College, 1686-1688" (1858); a collection 
of poems, published under the title of " Spare Minutes of a Minister ;" 
a tract on the Old Countess of Desmond, and other writings. He con- 
tributed to our Proceedings a paper " On an Ogham Monument found 
on the site of the first Battle recorded as having been fought by the 
Milesians in Ireland." 

Sixteen Members have been elected during the past year, viz. : — 

1. G. W. Abraham, Esq. 5. P. Fitzgerald, Esq. 

2. Hon. Judge Berwick. 6. Alfred Hudson, M.D. 

3. Rev. W. S. Burnside, D. D. 7 Richard Hartley, Esq. 

4. Rev. R. G. Cather. 8. John Hatchell, Esq. 
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9. H. T. T. Maunsell, M. D. 13. J. S. Sloane, Esq., C. E. 

10. George Nixon, M.D. 14. Rev. Henry Joy Tombe. 

11. Eev. Thaddeus O'Mahony. 15. Joseph Wilson, Esq. 

12. W. T. Sergeant, Esq. 16. Henry Wilkie, Esq. 

No Honorary Members have been elected. 

It was Resolved, — That the Report of the Council now read be re- 
ceived and adopted. 



APPENDIX 10 KEP0ET. 

A return of the additions to the Museum, made during the year end- 
ing the March 15, 1862 :— 

Presentations. — By W. R. Wilde, Esq., a bronze jug, pin, and 
dagger ; by H Christy, Esq., three flakes of flint ; by J. Nicholson, Esq., 
a flint crucible ; by Dr. H. Hudson, a statuette ; by Lord G. A. Hill, a 
lump of bog butter. 

Purchases. — From A. Sproule, Esq., a belt-plate, a monogram, a 
saddle-pommel, a shield-boss, two Walloon boxes, all of brass ; a spear of 
bronze; an ecclesiastical bell, a crucifixion, two pipe packers, and a large 
knife, all of iron ; an ornament of flint, and two fragments of tombstones, 
and portions of jars. FromH. Lewis, a bell-head of copper, three axes, a 
celt, a dagger, three hatchets and a palstave of bronze. From James 
O'Donnel, two bronze bosses, a double ring of bronze, four flint arrow- 
heads, a stone whorl, and portion of jar, a smoking pipe, a cinerary urn, 
and a ring of coaL From Peter O'Connell, a bronze dagger-blade. From 
Mr. Campbell, a bronze dish. From Charles Haliday, the Soiscel Mo- 
laise. From T. Cullen, plaster casts of a gold boss, a celt and handle, 
a gold fibula, a bronze rapier. 

Purchases made under treasure-trove regulations : — In gold, three 
armillse, a ball, a circle, three coins, three flat discs, a bar, a fragment 
of ribbed plate, and two tongues ; in silver, forty-eight silver coins ; a 
brass coin ; a copper coin; in bronze, an armlet, fragment of arrow-head, 
three celts, a pin, a ring, and a spear ; in iron, a bit ; in stone, an 
amulet, and an ornament; in amber, ninety-three beads; in bone, a comb, 
eleven fibulae, and a pin. Giving a total of additions to the museum 
of 235 articles within the year ending March 15, 1862. 

His Excellency the Lord Lieutenant having arrived, the President 
proceeded to deliver the following Address, before presenting the Cun- 
ningham Medals, recently awarded by the Council : — 



